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————a TARA ITI DISC RELEASE E=——+

This April, we released our new control driver, the Tara Iti. Its flight numbers are 10.5.0.2, and we
consider it to be our most beginner-friendly driver yet. The Tara Iti has quickly secured its spot

in all of the RPM pros' bags, being relied on for its straight and steady flight. In Jackson Sullivan's
disc review video, he covers the different plastics and showcases the flight line of the disc in
strong head and tailwinds. Oceania has been enjoying the Tara Iti for the last couple of weeks,
and we are excited for the rest of the world to get their hands on this disc in the days to come.

It's just controllable. It's neutral.
It's not too under or over stable.
It's just sitting perfectly where we
wanted it. Go check it out, you
won't be disappointed at all.

Jacksomn Sullivoan #61103



North Island Champions FPO ——
Muichele Sumpson #161127

1st Place FPO Division

Going into the tournament, | felt a little underdone and stressed, having just
come off a run of several tournaments where | had to travel, such as the South
Island Championships and NZ Nationals. Additionally, | was dealing with a

new job and terrible Auckland weather.

To prepare for the tournament, | played the usual rounds of disc golf with friends on weekends,
engaged in some match play, and worked on my form in the park. | also maintained my usual gym
routine for strength.

For the competition, | brought approximately 25 discs in my bag, carrying around 20 and having extras
in case | lost any. Previously at NZ Nationals, | had really leaned on my 172 yellow Kahu XG. Loved it
and so ended up getting a couple more, as well as a more stable white version that handles a slight
head wind a little better. The new Kahu XGs were my go-to distance drivers off the tee for NI Champs.

During the tournament, | was most proud of my mental strength, especially in the final five holes. | had
a shocker on hole 16 and had lost my lead. | subsequently missed a birdie putt and had another bogie
before reaching hole 20. This hole has a hard drive out from the woods where a tree on the left catches
many people. Suspecting | was down to the awesome RPM team member Laura Kjestrup, | managed to
make a couple of safe drives out to the mouth of the forest where the basket sat and get in for a birdie.
Leading up to that point, | had to quash any negative thoughts and bad holes to keep my head in the
game.

My best drive and best putt came in the same hole at the same time on hole 13 spa park. Drive was with
my yellow Kahu XG and it looked a lot closer off the tee than it actually was. So | had an 8-9 m putt for
birdie with a little breeze. | had that battle in my head walking up to the disc - do | go for that extremely
high basket or take the safety option. | had had the same look a year earlier and gone for it with success
so | stepped up, fully committed and sunk the putt.

Loawra Kjestrup #146714
2nd Place FPO Division

Going into the tournament | was excited to play, as it had been a couple months.
| really wanted to just play well for this event. | didn't have the best preparation
leading up to NI Champs to be honest, my son had Chickenpox the week before
the tournament. But | did get some daily putting done and the odd casual round on
our 9 hole course to keep the arm warm.

My go-to RPM disc was the Kahu XG for max glide and distance - | was throwing this really well. And the
Takapu, too, for my throwing putter which only recently entered my bag.

My favourite hole was hole 9 on the golf course. | threw a perfect full flight drive, had to forehand chip
up before the hazard as | didn't have a line to go for it, then threw a cheeky hammer over the haz area,
upshot and drop in for bogey which felt like a birdie! And hole 2 at Spa Park. Backhand fairway drive,
forehand lay-up to the gap, floaty flex upshot through the trees, putt. Stayed of out trouble! They were

a nice level of difficulty but fun and | threw great shots so | really enjoyed those holes! My best drive was
on hole 4 of the golf course, pushing right up to the corner of the first island - trusted my old Kahu in the
wind. And my best putt.. none were very impressive unfortunately. | was either making comfortable

par putts or dropping in my bogeys. My event highlights were on day 2 when | improved by 13! strokes
from day 1, and battling back and forth for 1st with Meesh, it was fun!

I aim to keep growing and progressing, always trying to play above my rating each tournament.
And I'd love to make Team Crown one day.



North Island Champions MPO
Jackson Sullivon #61103

2nd Place MPO Division

Leading into this event | had a re-found passion for the sport and wanted to put
up a good fight defending this title. With my spark for competition relit,| got back
into the practice routine, putting and field work. Both courses were great, Spa
Parks always a classic and the golf course had a lot of sweet holes.

My best drive was a turn over on hole 13, and my best putt was on hole 12. As for favourite hole, it's
always the par 4 to the peninsula at Spa park, Hole 9! Can't beat that view after grabbing your putter
from the basket. Go to discs for me were my stable Kahu XG’'s and Kotare off the tee - Mint Peka,
Kotukus and Keas in between. | brought a total of 23 RPM discs with me to the event.

My highlights and proudest moments were one in the same, which was gettng back into the right frame
of mind to succeed competitively on the course. Not to mention, having my whanau caddy and winning
the skins match taking a nice $700.

Sumon Feasey #8508
3rd Tied MPO Division

The North Island champs was the final NZDG major and like the other 2 events
had the primary course as a pop up on a golf course. A huge amount of work
and expense goes into these pop up courses and while | loved playing on them, |
do wonder if it is testing all the abilities of the players? The modern game has many
factors that are beyond just playing golf, for example the size of the fields dictate that
tight time frames need to adhered to, we are getting more and more rounds filmed, and on occasion we
even have spectators. It is much more difficult to find naturally technically challenging holes, so a huge
emphasis is put into length and artificial OB and hazard areas. These do make the courses challenging,
but can remove the scrambling side of the game. | personally love being confronted with difficult lies

in places where the options have huge consequences. You get the experience of making crucial
decisions where going for the low percentage shot could gain you a stroke or cost you 2. You will often
find yourself throwing from stances that you hardly ever practice and it comes down to your confidence
and experience to be able to execute shots that can make your round.

| played well throughout the event and only really felt like | started to fade a bit at the end of the third
round. It was important for me to really try and pace myself and avoid the temptation to throw as hard
as | could on the long holes. My star performing discs for the weekend were the Kahus and Pekapeka off
the tee and the reliability of my Kotukus and my Takapus for the up shots. It was awesome to see so
many people at each event and | really enjoyed the fact that with only 1 round a day | could take
advantage of the social events. | would very much like to see the Majors go back to 4 rounds though as

| feel like the consequences of a bad round or different conditions within the division a too large over
only 3. Would have loved to have a second round at Spa Park too. The highlights for me at Taupo were
playing with team mates and playing well.

Levi Stowt #118179
3rd Tied MPO Division

Going into North Islands, | was feeling good about how my game was feeling,
distance has been a focus recently and leading into this event, | was throwing
further than ever. Putting was feeling good, but still not quite where | wanted it
to be. | focused heavily on open shots and putting before this tournament due to

the longer nature of the courses. My Keas and Takapus were doing work all throughout the

weekend, on all my approach shots, and they held up perfectly in the wind. My Tuis were my main
putter as usual, and | made some big putts throughout the tournament due to the confidence Tuis give
me. | was proud of how | held up on the putting green coming down the final stretch, with my Tuis
making some big putts that had pressure behind them. | only had one putt that | think | should have
made and didn't, but | can't complain about my putting in the final round.




North Island Champions FA1 ——
B A loxandia Willioms #195466

1st Place FA1 Division

| actually felt a lot of pressure and nerves heading into North Island Champs,

having won NZ nationals just 2 weeks prior. The courses were completely different
to each other, and | was probably more nervous for NI than | was for Nationals!

In the lead up to NI, | did a road trip around the South Island in a Kombi van with my good mate Kev
Costa. We played 20 odd courses over 7 days, which definitely helped keep up my good form following
Nationals - not to mention it was the best, most incredibly fun 7 days. However, | had never played in a
tournament split across two courses, and | think | left myself a day short in Taupo; | only managed to get
1 practice round of each course in where my usual routine for new courses is 2 practice rounds, so | felt
quite unprepared going into round 1.

| took far too many discs to NZ - | was so nervous to lose some that | took backups for my backups for my
favourite drivers. | think across all 3 comps, | had 30 discs in my bag. My caddies definitely had sore backs!

Across all 3 comps, | leaned very heavily on my Tui, Ruru, Piwakawaka, Kiwi and Kahu. | found myself
throwing them a lot in NZ and | definitely don’t think | would have played as well as | did if | didn't have
them in my bag.

Across the weekend of NI, | had a couple things occur off the course which were difficult to deal with, and
were a bit of a distraction. | ended up bogeying the first 5 holes of my first round, but thankfully |
managed to put my emotions aside, focus quite well during my rounds, stick to my game plan, and get
the job done. I'm definitely proud of how | handled a tough few days by focusing, having fun and
competing well!

My favourite hole was definitely hole 2 of Spa Park. The tricky fairway with OB on the left and really bad
rough on the right, with the basket tucked away in the trees, made for a challenging but incredibly fun
hole to try and attack! Plus, the basket was one of the coolest baskets I'd ever seen, affixed a top of a
fallen tree. Such an awesome hole!

Spa Park was one of my favourite courses | played in NZ. | loved the combination of the wooded holes for
score separation and total challenge to my game, and loved the open holes for their elevation and ability
to let a big drive off. The golf course was a beautiful course, but | didn’t enjoy it as much as Spa because it
felt like a big ‘placement golf course for me, which I'm not the biggest fan of. | did enjoy the elevation
changes and being able to let big drives off though, that was fun!

My best drive and putt happened round 2, Hole 13, Spa Park. It's a 100m uphill island hole with an elevated
basket and big headwinds. Although the island was only in play for MA1 and the pros, | landed the island
with a massive drive, which left me with about a 6m uphill putt for birdie. | was the only female to birdie
that hole across the entire weekend.

The end of day 2 players party at the clubhouse was an absolute hoot. You could tell how much thought
went into the comp, both on the course and off the course, and it was a lot of fun to meet and hang out
with a bunch of kiwi's. Was also a lot of fun to share 2 of the 3 cards with Victoria, Aimee, Michaela and of
course our hype girl Katie!

| want to thank RPM for all their support, not just in NZ, but since day 1. You guys have supported and
believed in me since before | even knew how to play properly. To the TD’s for each tournament, thank
you for putting on such incredible tournaments and showing off the best of NZ disc golf! Also, to all my
new kiwi friends, thank you for the best month! | had an incredible time and can’t wait to see you all
again very soon!
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